Federal Medicare Transfers Across Slates:
Winners and Losers
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INTRODULCTION

he Medicare program currently accmunts for more than

2200 billion in federal expenditures every year, and &
projecied o exceed Social Security in the next few decades.
State=level annual Medicare transfers, defined as federal

| expenditures bess foderal taxes (or the hafonce of popwenis,
s in Leonard, Walder, and Acewedo (19993, vary widely for
the Mefedlicire priygrarm, varying from 3421 in anmual net ben-
efits per nesident of Florida o =5248 per resident of hinme-
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and NAER in Flonda may also be sicker, or the per-unit cosis of health

care in such stotes may be higher. Fimally, income—related
transfers across stabes shoukd not be surprising, smce the
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